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The reign of Akhenaten
Akhenaten was an Egyptian king who ascended to the throne around 1353BC after the end of his father’s reign (Amenhotep III) (Brand & Cooper, 2009).The reign of Amenhotep III was characterized by prosperity together with great international diplomatic relations a complete opposite of the leadership provided by his predecessors as described by Roberts (2006).  This essay examines Egyptian kingship by analyzing Akhenaten’s reign. It also seeks to establish Akhenaten was a reformist.
Akhenaten’s kingship is presented as that which did not value the traditional religious cult since it was largely characterized by introduction of monotheistic reforms (Brand & Cooper, 2009). He did away with the service of gods contributing to the disappearance of their myths. He forced people to believe that the gods had nothing relating to truth to offer but him. According to Roberts (2006) Akhenaten did not consider the significance that the Egyptian people had attached to cultic mythology. He was also a King who did not consider his subject’s freedom of choice (Roberts, 2006). Instead he demanded that his subjects act according to his directives and made them to be obliged to submit to him. Following this discussion, he is not considered a reformist most likely because of the approach he used to introduce new elements in the Kingdom.
Despite the fact that Akhenaten’s leadership regarding reformation is bashed, some philosophers give him credit and even refer to him as ‘the most original thinker of all the Pharaohs’. This perception is derived from his ability to work towards worship of one god as well as promoting the advocacy process for embracing values that were universal an idea that was picked up and championed later by Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Akhenaten’s leadership presents Egyptian’s kingship as that which is characterized by oppression and dictatorship.
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